The Committee was very busy this past year as evidenced by the number of recommendations submitted by the General Referees. Currently a total of 33 studies including method modifications are in process. Seven methods were submitted and approved for First Action status with over 10 collaborative studies being completed this year. The committee is in process of publishing guidelines for validation of qualitative and quantitative microbiological Official Methods of Analysis. These guidelines are in draft form and will be submitted to the Official Methods Board at the September 2000 meeting.
Agar: Associate Referee Phyllis Entis, (see 6). Complete tabulation of collaborative study data and submit report. Continue study.
( , TECRA is planning to modify the module design. Thus, a protocol for a pre-collaborative study to validate the design changes is in review by the General Referee. Continue study.
Fax: +1-613-562-5452, E-mail: sspring@uottawa.ca, did not submit a report. Continue study.
(3) Sporicidal Testing, Automated and Molecular Techniques: Associate Referee Christine Twohy, FDA, MLMI, 240 Hennepin Ave, Denver, CO, Tel: +1-612-334-4126. Ten side-by-side runs were performed in the past year comparing the robotics automation of the AOAC Sporicidal Test to the manual version. Five runs each of 2 commercial glutaraldehyde products were performed. Current data generated is being statistically reviewed. A Laboratory Information Bulletin (LIB) was written covering the initial 10 runs performed in 1995. The data generated this fiscal year will be combined with that generated in 1995 and the paper will be submitted to J. AOAC Int. for publication. Continue study.
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